Christmas Camp in a Box
Impact Report

The Christmas Camp in a Box was a one-of-a-kind project that touched the hearts of many, including our
own team, who watched countless children and parents rejoice to receive this precious gift.
Approximately 2,500 children across Lebanon including all areas of Beirut, North & South Lebanon, the
Chouf and the Bekaa were able to enjoy the box and benefit from the many activities teaching them about
Christ’s birth and the true meaning of Christmas.

Biggest Concerns in the Past year:
For the past year and a half, it’s safe to say that the children of Lebanon have been met with all kinds of
adversity. Firstly, they have been dealing with loneliness and boredom due to being deprived of seeing
their friends and family. Most of the parents have also expressed their concerns over their children’s
future and the fact that they had to leave them at home while they were off at work. In addition to that,
some children did not even get gifts this Christmas season because of the deteriorating economy.
Generally, the level of uncertainty and instability has been very difficult to deal with.

The Box:

The box was a 12L plastic storage box consisting of 11 activities
including:
 Coloring Activities
 Crafts (create your own wreath, tree and ornaments)
 Christmas Carol CD + Verses
 DIY Nativity Scene
 Painting
 Christian Books and Puzzles
 Activity Book
The box also included stationary such as markers, colored pencils, scissors and glue to use well beyond
the month’s worth of activities. In addition, we were able to offer a warm pair of socks in each box.

The Camp in a Box was created in both English and Arabic in order to cater to children across Lebanon.
Instructions for each activity were available on the BCYM YouTube Channel to allow children to perform
the activities with or without supervision.

Distribution:


The boxes were prepared by a team of our youth leaders, from different churches around
Lebanon, who worked for 2 months in the midst of the Covid-19 crisis to have these boxes ready
to go by the first week of December.



We are grateful for their teamwork, commitment and perseverance despite the challenges
faced when a few of the team members fell ill with Covid-19.



Due to the generous support of our partners, we were able to distribute 1,000 boxes and 500
mini boxes through local churches and organizations in Beirut, North and South Lebanon, the
Chouf, and the Bekaa area.



While adhering to proper protective measures, the BCYM Team personally distributed the boxes
in order to meet as many children as possible and provide encouragement for the local churches
and organizations.



We estimate that at least 2,500 children were impacted by the Christmas Camp in a Box.

Feedback:
Feedback received through interaction with the children and their families over WhatsApp and phone
calls was very encouraging.

Favorite Activities:

The children enjoyed all the diverse activities with the following two being favorites:


Activity 3: Recreate Your Own Nativity Scene in which children were asked to color the
characters and manger and then cut out the pieces to create the scene.

“My son was never really interested in crafts nor was he ever able to sit down and work on
something all on his own. However, early one morning, I woke up to find him working on
the nativity scene. For about two weeks after he finished making it, he still went back to it
every day and tried to make it look better.” -Mother of an 8-year-old boy

This activity allowed for the mother and her son to open up a discussion on the birth of
Jesus and what Christmas truly meant.


Activity 4: Create Your Own Christmas Wreath. Children were asked to create and hang the
wreath as a reminder of the love that Jesus has for them. They were also challenged to write
about one gift that Jesus has given them which they’re thankful for.

When we asked what was special about the box, we received the following answers:
1. Less Loneliness.
2. Teachings about God which was a blessing in the absence of Sunday School.
3. Enjoyment and Happiness. With the absence of education and fun activities or even the
outdoors, the box lets kids be kids.
One specific family was greatly impacted by the box. This family hadn’t been out of the house
much since last year. They had been having a hard time since the revolution began in October
2019. The mother expressed her concern over the fact that her kids haven’t had the chance to
just “be kids” in a long time.
“We live in a secluded area with not much to do. I believe that my children as well as the children
all over the world are thirsty for just about anything and everything,” she claimed. These boxes
were a great Christmas gift to them and brought back some joy through memorizing the verses,
learning about the parables and everything the Lord has done for them, and worshiping together.
The boxes also allowed the children to be more productive. A lot of parents were very appreciative
of the fact that their children had something novel and beneficial to do in their quarantine, rather
than the same things or nothing at all.
4. Family Time
These boxes also allowed for a whole lot of family time! After work and online schooling, many
of the families had the chance to sit down and work on the boxes together.
One mother claimed: “These boxes really added something special to our daily routine. Every day
we finished what had to be done and then worked on a new activity together.”
The boxes contained activities that could be done in groups. The children of one family enjoyed
the boxes so much, they wanted to share them with their cousins. So they went over to their
home one day, with their boxes in hand, and taught their cousins about what they learned and
worked on the crafts and challenges together.
5. Relief for kids and parents
These boxes served as an outlet in more ways than one. A very thankful mother stated: “I want
to thank BCYM from the bottom of my heart. My kids have never received something like this
and I have never seen anything like it. It makes me so happy to know that someone cares about
and is thinking of our children. Thank you so much.”

A Pastor from one of the local churches added: “Your gracious and generous contribution fell on
our town like the Balm of Gilead, as most of the Middle Class, who are the predominant people in
our village, were not able to buy toys for their children, and not even chocolate for the Christmas
season. As well as giving families the feeling of Christmas, these boxes gave people a “tangible
proof of genuine love, good will, and care in Christ.”
As a final note, we are so very grateful for the impact that our Christmas box had on thousands of families.
These boxes were very timely and highly appreciated by both parents and children, as they came at a time
of hardship, struggle, and economic depression. More importantly, these boxes were a huge blessing to
many families around Lebanon as they offered joy and a reminder of the Lord’s everlasting love and care.
The main purpose of teaching children about their Savior and providing them with a sense of care and joy
was achieved.

We have already received requests for 250 more boxes this month from churches of different
denominations, schools, and families on Facebook, including Muslim families. We are also receiving
requests for our Easter box, which we are in the process of creating.

We are grateful for our fellow workers in Christ whose prayers and support enabled us to reach more
than 1500 households during the Christmas season. Relationships are being built with the children and
parents as we follow-up with them to encourage them and give them hope in the midst of increasingly
challenging circumstances.
Our goal is to reach 2,000 households per season [Easter, Summer, Christmas] with the Camp-in-a-Box,
though, as you and I know, the actual number reached is highly dependent on available funds. Since
we're already working on the contents of the box that will be distributed during the Easter season:
Please pray for:




Our team as we develop the contents of the Easter Camp-in-a-Box;
Our children (& their families), the recipients of the Christmas Box, that as they dwell on the real
reason for the season they may have peace and hope in Jesus;
God's provision that we may be able to serve as many children / households as possible.

Pray as well for:
 Our online program that is also designed to address new and emergent needs as they relate to
children, youth, and parents. Pray for God's guidance and provision to be relevant and effective
in addressing the real issues.
Thank you!

